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put off sending you a decent answer, only to write piffle at the
end of it.

Per contra I've been very grateful for your letter. I've a despair-
ing wish to believe well of that awful book of mine, though it's a
nightmare to me, and I can never agree that it's any good. I
wanted to ask you to read with a pencil, and to hack out the
rubbish as you went: but it seemed too greedy a request. It's
pretty shameless to ask a man to read it all.

Subscribers to a thirty-guinea limited edition of a hundred
copies are coming in, two or three a week. I'm glad to think that
you've got it over already.

My regards to Mrs. Granville-Barker.                             T.E.S.

242:   TO ERIC KENNINGTON
10. 2. 24.                                                     Clouds Hill' More ion Dorset.
Dear K., I'm unable to improve the libel chances. It stands this
way. The book is libellous, as against Some Englishmen, Some
Frenchmen, Some Arabs, Some Turks. The danger of proceed-
ings runs in this national order.
I'll do my best to prevent them
(i) by toning down
(ii) by informing my victims, before proofs are passed, of
what I say about them,
but I don't guarantee the efficacy of either proceeding.
Consequently the wise man must prepare for trouble. As I
explained, the trouble can't hit me. A soldier is too poor a being
to pay damages, too degraded a being to fear imprisonment.
I intended to tear off the printer's name, and lay claim, if
challenged in the first six months (after that there is no real risk)
to have printed it myself. Fve asked law-men, (not professionally,
but in friendly guise) and they tell me that in the circs, no action
could well be taken against my printer. He must take my wages,
and is not himself, but an extension of me. Pike will make the
form of the book a credit to our firm .. . and if there are no libel
actions (odds 90 to one there won't be) then he shall have all the
credit of the appearance. If there is trouble I get it.